STRATFORD

The world is looking for
natural leaders, extraordinary
entrepreneurial thinkers with
creative minds that are ready
to lead diverse teams into the
digital future.

IDEAS THAT CHANGE THE WORLD

Where can you acquire the skills and knowledge you
need to take advantage of the opportunities available
to you in today’s rapidly changing digital economy?

There’s only one place in Canada, the
University of Waterloo Stratford
Campus. We offer two programs that
are truly remarkable learning
experiences that combine theoretical
and experiential learning: the Bachelor
of Global Business and Digital Arts
and the Master of Digital Experience
Innovation. They are degree programs
that allow people like you to shape a
future only you could imagine.

PREPARE YOURSELF FOR THE EXTRAORDINARY.

STRATFORD

Are you motivated, curious,
creative, a team player, open
minded, globally informed,
comfortable with technology,
entrepreneurial, or perhaps,
all of the above?

BACHELOR OF GLOBAL BUSINESS AND DIGITAL ARTS

If that’s the case, we have a program for you.

A new concept
in transdisciplinary
education, the GBDA
program is the perfect
path to new and emerging
careers. It has the right
balance of theory and
practice, arts and
commerce, creativity and
innovation to help you
succeed in the fast-paced
digital media industry.

What you’ll learn

BACHELOR OF GLOBAL BUSINESS AND DIGITAL ARTS

WHAT
YOU’LL LEARN
In the GBDA program, you’ll gain a solid foundation in key topics including digital art and design, visual literacy,

cross-cultural management, marketing and entrepreneurship. You’ll complete team-based projects and build your professional portfolio. And you’ll boost your resume by working with organizations such as OpenText, Christie Digital and
Desire2Learn.
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BACHELOR OF GLOBAL BUSINESS AND DIGITAL ARTS

WHERE YOU’LL LEARN
During your first two years, you’ll spend your time primarily at the Waterloo campus.
In the third and fourth year, you’ll be at the Stratford campus full-time. And between
your third and fourth year, you’ll receive hands-on learning as you complete a paid
practicum with one of our industry partners.

WHAT YOU’LL TAKE IN THE FIRST YEAR
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Digital Media Design and Production
International Business and Cross-Cultural Management
User Experience Design
Introduction to Microeconomics
Entrepreneurship Principles and Practices
One Visual Culture or Fine Arts course from a specified list
1 Second Language Course
3 Elective Courses

And you can look forward to taking Introductory
Computer Science, Comparative Ethics in a
Globalized World, Applied Leadership and
Management, Marketing in the Digital World
and much more!

BACHELOR OF GLOBAL BUSINESS AND DIGITAL ARTS

If that’s the case, we have a program for you.
WHAT YOU’LL BECOME

Wondering what careers you’ll be prepared for?
How about:
•
•
•
•
•

Digital marketing management
Social media development and management
Government technology and policy development
Project management
And lots of other careers that haven’t even been
invented yet.

UNIQUE ENVIRONMENT. UNIQUE PROGRAM.

Unique in Canada, the MDEI program is geared
to both graduating university students as well as
working professionals hoping to expand their skill
sets and position themselves for jobs of the future.
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The digital world is looking for the next breed of
big thinkers, visionaries and team leaders who
can jump into any situation and make it their own.

MASTER OF DIGITAL EXPERIENCE INNOVATION

WHAT YOU’LL LEARN
In the MDEI program, you get to work with industry
partners like Google, Desire2Learn and CIBC on
team-based projects. And you study the principles
of business modeling, consumer behaviour, design,
team building and marketing – and apply it all to
real life situations.
You may conceive a prototype for an app, create a
social media strategy for a new business, update
an organization’s visual brand identity, produce
innovative digital signage and so much more.
You’ll develop a professional portfolio of work,
engage with industry mentors, make valuable
connections with major players in the digital media
industry and boost your resume with the skills that
employers are looking for.
Students even have the option of earning the
education hours required for the Project
Management Professional certification.

MASTER OF DIGITAL EXPERIENCE INNOVATION

WHERE YOU’LL LEARN
The MDEI program is offered at the University of
Waterloo Stratford Campus, a unique institution
that drives digital innovation. As an MDEI student
you’ll work directly with faculty and industry experts
on projects throughout the year. You’ll be exposed
to unique teaching models as well as project-based
and client-driven assignments in a creatively intense
atmosphere that will inspire you.

MASTER OF DIGITAL EXPERIENCE INNOVATION

WHAT YOU’LL ACQUIRE THROUGH INDUSTRY PROJECTS

• Gain valuable experience
working on team-based
projects at partner companies
such as Google, Desire2learn
and CIBC
• Be a part of a transdisciplinary
team enabling you to draw from
a range of team skills and strengths
• Learn all facets of project
management from conceptualization
to implementation.

MASTER OF DIGITAL EXPERIENCE INNOVATION

WHAT YOU’LL BECOME
The MDEI program provides you with
the professional education you need
to succeed in today’s fast-paced
world of digital innovation.
Here are just some of the careers
that will be available to you:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Project Manager
Entrepreneur
Product Developer
User Experience Designer
Information Architect
Social Media Manager
Marketing Manager
Art Director
Web Designer
And so much more!

A DEGREE THAT GIVES YOU AN EDGE.

This small city in Southwestern Ontario continues
to do big things. With an underground fibre optic
grid already in place, Stratford now has a highperformance wireless network that helps with
energy conservation and provides wireless
connectivity to the entire community.

STRATFORD

Stratford consistently ranks as one of the top
seven cities in the world for creating uniquely
powerful innovation ecosystems on a foundation
of communications technology.

MORE KEY FACTS ABOUT STRATFORD:

WHY STRATFORD ?

• Many global technology giants are now using this grid and network to pilot technology
• Stratford is the centre of a four-hospital regional partnership that leases fiber from
Rhyzome Networks and other providers to connect physician groups and family
doctors in the areas
• An organic technology-centric culture has been emerging with startups, IT and tech
commuters calling Stratford home
• Stratford continues to be a hotbed of creativity, with the world famous Stratford Festival
and a thriving cultural and culinary tourism industry.

A CITY THAT’S HOME TO INNOVATION.

STRATFORD

The University of Waterloo Stratford
Campus research model is all about
connecting industry to the university.
We work with industry partners to
find independent content creators,
digitizers and disseminators to foster
new research in digital and new
media and the arts.

A RESEARCH HOTSPOT

We currently have the following projects on the go:

Research Entrepreneurs Accelerating Prosperity (REAP) – A research initiative that
brings academic and private sector partners together to explore new technologies –
especially those involving interactivity, responsiveness and digital display environments.
MARGOT – A long-term project devoted to publishing fully searchable editions of either
generally inaccessible texts from the French Middle Ages and the Early Modern period
(the Ancien Régime) or of texts in connection with a specific project from the same time
period.
MicroTile Wall - Unique to the University of Waterloo Stratford Campus the 3-storey
Christie® MicroTile® wall is the 2nd tallest in the world. We are working directly with
Christie and other digital display content partners to explore the full range of its capability.
Gamification – On the vanguard of development in this area, the University of Waterloo
Stratford Campus is the site of an annual conference that brings together academic
researchers and industry leaders to engage in discussions and demonstration of
gamification in health care, marketing, education, and entertainment.

WHERE
IDEAS
AND
INNOVATION
THRIVE.
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IDEAS
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THRIVE
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At the University of Waterloo Stratford Campus,
commercialization is built into the experience
and built into every degree.

WHERE IDEAS BECOME REALITY THROUGH COMMERCIALIZATION

Centres of Excellence For
Commercialization and Research
(CECR)
The Government of Canada has established Centres of
Excellence For Commercialization and Research. Each
centre shares knowledge, expertise and resources to bring
new technologies to market faster. The centres stimulate
new commercialization activities that would likely have
never taken place without the CECR program.

Canadian Digital Media Network (CDMN)
One of the Centres of Excellence For Commercialization
and Research is the Canadian Digital Media Network (CDMN)
– and the University of Waterloo Stratford Campus in one of
the anchor hubs of this network.
The focus of the CDMN is to connect, collaborate and
commercialize by using digital media tools, technology
and applications to advance industries including
entertainment, health care, education, financial
services, and advanced manufacturing.

WHERE IDEAS BECOME REALITY THROUGH COMMERCIALIZATION

Stratford Accelerator Centre
The Stratford Accelerator Centre is run by
the Waterloo Accelerator Centre and was
launched through a partnership with the
University of Waterloo Stratford Campus.
It complements the City of Stratford’s
existing and growing ecosystem for
business creation and economic
development. The Accelerator Centre
provides digital startups with just what
they need to grow and succeed. It brings
likeminded entrepreneurs together under
one roof and delivers world-class mentoring,
coaching, programming and services along
with facilitating potential grant funding.

Current Stratford Accelerator clients include:
• Build Circle
• Empatico
• Trending.Info
• MindrMobile
• MotoRegistry
• MXM Nation
• uIntuition

CommerceLab
University of Waterloo Stratford Campus
recently launched the CommerceLab, an
ever-expanding online resource centre that
is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
CommerceLab focuses on three major
subjects: gamification, user experience
and interactive display.

CONNECT. COLLABORATE. COMMERCIALIZE.
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Imagine being able to
share your ideas on a
3-story Christie MicroTile
wall, one of the tallest in
the world. Content creators
and software developers
can explore, profile and
share their work and
abilities, in technology,
software development
or creative design.

PUT YOUR IDEAS
ON DISPLAY

CHRISTIE MICROTILE
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TELL YOUR STORY OVER 3 STORIES.

STRATFORD

At the University of Waterloo Stratford
Campus, you have the chance to work
with industry partners on team-based
projects and be mentored by industry
professionals.

ACCELERATE, COLLABORATE AND CONNECT

You receive hands-on experience through major industry projects with companies like:

ACCELERATE, COLLABORATE AND CONNECT

Are you a company looking to tap into our student talent?
Contact us to learn how you can pitch an industry-led project
within our Master of Digital Experience Innovation program.

Contact us at smstratford@uwaterloo.ca

THE POWER OF INDUSTRY PARTNERS.

STRATFORD

The University of Waterloo Stratford Campus
drives innovation. A collaborative, strategic
partnership between the University of Waterloo
and the City of Stratford to support economic
development in the region, the campus brings
students, leading researchers, businesses and
entrepreneurs together to create, examine and
commercialize opportunities in the digital media
space.

ABOUT OUR CAMPUS

A BRIEF HISTORY
A Brief History
In 2006, Stratford Mayor Dan Mathieson met with former
University of Waterloo president – and now Governor
General – David Johnston to discuss an initiative to
support economic development in the City of Stratford.
Developed as a founding hub of the Canadian
Digital Media Network (CDMN), the campus would
house business-centred research activities for
students, commercialization support for industry
and the tools and environment necessary to foster
commercially viable content creation.
The city contributed $10 million to the university,
matched by $10 million in provincial funding.
The University of Waterloo Stratford Campus
officially opened its doors on October 16, 2012.

ABOUT OUR CAMPUS

OUR BUILDING

The campus has a 42,000 sq. ft.
building that is a testament to
artful design and high-tech digital
media.
Designed by award-winning ZAS
Architects and built by Bondfield
Construction, it features a threestory media wall that is the tallest
installation of Christie MicroTiles
in North America, the latest
multimedia design labs, sound
and video editing suites and
software for design, video
production and web
development.

ABOUT OUR CAMPUS

OUR VISION

Our vision is to be a worldrenowned school where
students come to learn how
to tackle global challenges
through innovation and
human-centric thinking.

OUR ADVISORY BOARD
Our Advisory Board is comprised of visionary leaders and thinkers in the area of digital
media, from all across Canada. They represent academia, industry and government.

CANADA’S NEW INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM.
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The word innovative is often overused. But this word truly
describes the students in the Bachelor of Global Business
and Digital Arts and the Master of Digital Experience
Innovation programs.

Take a look at where some of our MDEI alumni have landed jobs:

Customer Insight Specialist,
OUR STUDENTS AND ALUMNI

Quarry Integrated Communications

Digital Brand Manager,
Powernoodle

Jr. Information Architect and Usability Specialist,
CBC

From day one, students learn how to innovate; and they
learn to understand that the most creative product means
nothing if users don’t really enjoy the experience.
Their desire to innovate is precisely what draws them away
from pursuing more traditional and more rigid careers to an
area that is more open, exciting and on the cutting-edge of
what is happening in the world.

CREATIVE, PASSIONATE, BUSINESS-SAVVY LEADERS.

Need more information about the Bachelor of Global Business and
Digital Arts or the Master of Digital Experience Innovation?
Contact Amanda Connolly, Program Co-ordinator.

or
Are you a company looking to tap into our student talent? Contact us to
learn how you can pitch an industry-led project within our Master of
Digital Experience Innovation program.

Contact us at smstratford@uwaterloo.ca
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CONNECT WITH SUCCESS IN THE DIGITAL WORLD.

